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SPECIAL HEALING CEREMONY, HEATHCOTE 
Statement by Member for Alfred Cove 

DR WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [12.53 pm]:  I congratulate all the people who yesterday participated in a 
special healing ceremony at Goolugatup - the Heathcote lower lands.  The theme of the ceremony was to heal the 
past and present and give protection to the future.  I pay special tribute to Richard Wilkes, an Aboriginal elder, 
and Phyllis Wild, a 91-year-old former nurse at the Heathcote hospital.  Along with the Heathcote preservation 
group, the local community and the Melville indigenous reference group, Richard Wilkes and Phyllis Wild have 
worked hard to make the Government aware of the important cultural, historical and environmental significance 
of the site.  Students enjoyed the contribution of Martin, Shane and Rex Wright from ABMUSIC, who played 
traditional Aboriginal music and explained the use of Aboriginal artefacts.  Trevor Walley from the Department 
of Conservation and Land Management demonstrated traditional Aboriginal costumes and the use of plants in 
hand washing and fire lighting, which the students enjoyed helping with.  I thank the teachers and students from 
Applecross Primary School, Booragoon Primary School, Mount Pleasant Primary School, Melville Senior High 
School, Penrhos College, St Benedict’s Primary School, Santa Maria College and Wesley College.  I also thank 
the Aboriginal students support and parental awareness association; other parents and friends; Katie Mair, Mayor 
of the City of Melville; Harvey Everett, Melville City Councillor; Hon Kate Doust, the member for South 
Metropolitan Region; Shane Hill, the member for Geraldton; and the South of Perth Yacht Club.  

Finally, I thank Patrick Hume, Aboriginal elder, for his participation and for commencing the official sprinkling 
of the four coloured sands.  As Richard describes it, the colours of red, yellow, black and white represent the 
colours of all people, with mother earth made up of these colours.  We are the people of the earth and the earth is 
of the people.  The ceremony signified the unification of all peoples and all cultures. 
 


